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performance. If there is still no result the thempu is called
in and kills a black hen inside the house, and its flesh, mixed
with stones and other ingredients, is compounded by him into
a medicine which the poor woman desirous of offspring has to
eat. On the occasion of the birth of a child the mother may
not leave her house for five days in case of a son and three in
case of a daughter. When these periods have expired she goes
to her father's house and takes a fowl or a pig, according to her
means. This is called " Nau-bil-vu." The mother also gives her
father or sometimes her mother a cloth on the occasion of the
birth of a child, and the recipient kills a pig in honour of the
occasion. In case of a child getting sick the thempu sacrifices
a fowl, called " Ar-kang-tha."

The marriage ceremonies of the Thados are described by both
McOulloch and Stewart, and do not seem to have changed at all
during the 55 years that have elapsed since their accounts
were written. Neither account, however, is quite complete.
The bridegroom, accompanied by his friends, taking with them
at any rate a portion of the sum to be paid for the bride, go to
the village where the girl lives, and for three days the young
men of the village wrestle with them. On arrival they are
met with showers of filth from the children of the village. The
girl's parents have to give a pig or a mithan and much zu to
celebrate the occasion. At the conclusion of the feast the bride
sets out for her future home dressed in her best and wearing
a gong on her head. The actual marriage ceremony takes
place in the house of the father of the bridegroom and consists
of the thempu killing a fowl, feathers from the right wing
being placed in the hair of the young couple. They then
drink out of the same cup of ;ra, and the thempu, muttering
charms, binds a cotton thread round their necks, which must
be worn till it falls off from old age.

The thempu then presents each with a comb. Only very
near relatives may use the same comb. Stewart says husband
and wife may share a comb, but my information is that
uterine brothers and sisters may do so. A Lushai corre-
spondent writes that among them the use of another man's
comb may cause a headache, and that a person of a higher
clan would be contaminated if he used the comb of a member